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UNWRAPPING MY SPIRITUAL GIFTS *
You Are Shaped for Significance – Part 2

Text:
Romans 12:5-6; Selected

INTRODUCTION:
Today we will learn about Spiritual Gifts.  God is a giver and the moment you 





gave your life to Jesus Christ, God gave you three gifts.

I.
THREE GIFTS GOD GIVES TO ME WHEN I TRUST CHRIST


1.
    ETERNAL LIFE     -  

When I open my life to Jesus Christ, instantly I'm given eternal life.  
Romans 6:23 –  "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

  I never have to worry about my future, I know I'm going to heaven.  It's solid.  It's secure.  

2.
    HIS SPIRIT     -

Romans 5:5 –  "…because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us."

The moment you give your life to Jesus Christ, God gives His Spirit to you to live inside you.  And He'll never leave you and you'll never be alone.  God is with you from every point on after you give your life to Christ.

Most of you know about those two gifts -- the gift of eternal life and the gift of God's Spirit in you.  There's a third gift God gives to you the moment you give your life to Christ.


3.
    SPECIAL ABILITIES     to use for His purpose 



Romans 12:6 – "Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us…"

Romans 12:5 –  "So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of    another."

When you are saved, when you become a believer, a follower of Jesus Christ, God gives you a brand new purpose for living, a new life purpose.  And He never asks you to do something that He doesn't give you the ability to do.  So when He gives you a new life purpose, He also, at the point of salvation, gives you a special gift or gifts to fulfill that purpose. 

The Bible says that every Christian gets at least one gift.  It's different from a natural ability.  Everybody has natural abilities.  But only believers have spiritual gifts.  

When you were born physically, you were given some physical gifts by God.  Hearing, taste, touch, sight, smell… God gives you physical gifts when you are physically born.  

When you're born again – when you're spiritually born – God gives you some spiritual abilities to serve Him.  They are given to you at the moment of salvation.  
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God gives them sovereignly.  That means He chooses which ones you're going to get -- you don't choose.  They're given by grace -- you don't earn the gift.  It's just God's free gift to you.

There are several lists of them in the Bible.  I don't think they're exhaustive.  I think they're exemplary.  I think the list is much larger than the number that are actually mentioned.  

Any time you're serving God and you're doing it well and you're doing it in enjoyment, you're demonstrating giftedness.  

II.
THE IMPORTANCE OF MY SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Why is it important to know my spiritual gift?  Because God gave me one, if I'm a Christian.  I have at least one.  Why is it important to know?  Three reasons: it's absolutely vital, if you're a believer, to discover, develop and use your spiritual gift.  


1.
My gifts show God's     PLAN     for my life.

II Corinthians 12:4-6 –  "Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.  And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all in all."

Your spiritual gifts determine how God wants you to serve Him.

It answers a lot of questions such as "What's God's will for my life?", "What does He want me to do now that I'm a Christian?", "What should be my ministry?", "How should I spend my time?", "Where should I focus my life?", "What are God's will and purpose and plan for me?"  All of these factors are answered when you understand your gift.  

Every Christian is called to serve the cause of Christ, but your spiritual gift shows how you particularly are to serve Him. 

1.
If you're gifted in organizing, then God wants you to be an organizer.  

 2.
If you're gifted in teaching, then you need to be a teacher.  

 3.
If you're gifted in music, then you ought to be a music person.  

 4.
If you're gifted in reaching non-Christians, you ought to be an evangelist.  

Whatever you're gifted in determines how you're to use your life for God.  

Notice the word "diversities/differences".  It says there are different kinds of spiritual gifts, different kinds of service, there are different kinds of working.

Every gift in your life is unique.  You're not to copy other people's spiritual gifts.  This is a temptation of new Christians -- to copy other Christians' gifts.  God doesn't want you to copy anybody else.  He knows the gift that is best for you.  That's why He chooses it.  

Gifts explain why Christians who believe the same things still see things differently.  Have you noticed that even though we believe the same, Christians still disagree about a lot?  Why? It's because of your giftedness.  As a result, we see things differently.  

We tend to emphasize what we're gifted in.  
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1.  If you're gifted in evangelism, all you can think about is reaching non-Christians for Christ. 

2.  Another person says, "No, we don't need to reach more non-Christians; we need to help the Christians we have to grow."  That's teaching.  

ILLUSTRATION:  

If each of seven spiritual gifts were represented in a family and somebody dropped the dessert on the floor at the dinner table, here's what each person would say according to their giftedness:



Mercy:  "Don't feel bad, it could have happened to anybody!"



Prophecy/Preaching:  "That's what happens when you're not careful!"



Serving:  "Let me help you clean it up!"



Teaching:  "The reason it fell is because it was too heavy on one side."  Your motivation is to 





explain.



Exhortation:  "Next time let's serve the dessert with the meal!"



Giving:  "I'll be happy to buy you a new dessert."



Administration:  "Jim, would you get the mop?  Sue, pick it up.  Mary, help me fix another 






dessert."

We're all different.  This is how denominations get started. Christians are divided.  They all tend to focus on certain gifts.

  Believe as I believe


No more, no less



That I am right 



And no one else confess.



Feel as I feel,



Think as I think



Eat as I eat,



And drink as I drink.



Look as I look,



And do always as I do,



For then and only then,



Will I fellowship with you.

ILLUSTRATION:  

Have you ever read a Christian biography and felt guilty?  How come I can't pray for ten hours like that guy?  He has the gift of intercession, that's why.  How come everybody this guy talks to accepts Christ?  He's got the gift of evangelism.  Don't project your gift onto others. And don't let other people project their gift onto you.  It's all important.  My gift shows God's plan for my life individually.


2.
My gifts show my     WORTH    .



I Corinthians 12:27 – "Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular."
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“Members in particular” means we are different but necessary to form the body of Christ.  You're needed.  You're important.  There are no little people.  All the gifts are needed.  

You are just as important in the body of Christ as I am.  Every gift is needed. My gift is the power God gives me to bless others.  My gift is the power to bless others.  

God gives you a spiritual gift to bless other Christians.  If you don't use it, other Christians get cheated.  If I don't use my gift, you get cheated.  

If you don't use your gift, I get cheated and so does everybody else.

God designed you to make a unique contribution.  You're not gifted by accident.  Without you, the picture isn't complete. It's like a jigsaw puzzle with one part missing.  

It shows that you're worthy, that you're valuable, you're needed in the body of Christ.  If you're a Christian, you're needed.  

Parents, you want to raise the spiritual self-esteem of your children?  A helpful thing to do is, once they've come to know the Lord, start trying to help them develop their spiritual gifts -- discover and develop them.  Then each child can see "I can make an important contribution with my life."  It raises their self-esteem.  My gift shows my worth.


3.
My gifts are the     KEY     or the     SOURCE     of fulfillment in life.

Every human being has the desire to be used.  Every human being has the desire to accomplish something, to feel significant, to feel as if your life makes an impact.  

When you use the spiritual gift that God has given you, you're not only productive, because God's gifted you to do something, but you also enjoy it.  It's fun!  You enjoy doing it.

John 15:8 and 11–  "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my   disciples. These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full."
Real joy does not come from making a lot of money.

Real joy does not come from having a lot of pleasure.  

Real joy does not come from things.  

Real joy comes from knowing my life is productive, that it counts, that it matters, that I'm not just taking up space.  

Real joy comes from being productive.

ILLUSTRATION:  

The word for gift and the word for joy come from the same word in Greek.  You find real joy by being what God meant you to be, by taking the gifts, the abilities He's given you, unwrapping them and start using them.  You feel a sense of accomplishment.  
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Spiritual gifts, the Bible says, are given to help other people. God gives me one to bless you.  God gives you one to bless me. 

Although they are meant to give to each other, the personal satisfaction that comes from being used by God is enormous. There's nothing to compare to it.  The thrill of being used by God is the greatest feeling and thrill you can experience in life.  

Some of you can't comprehend that.  I would say if you've never experienced what it means to feel used by God, using your gifts, you have not learned to really live yet.  You're missing out on so much.  

Nothing compares to knowing that God gave me a gift and I'm using it and God is blessing it.  God wants you to have that feeling.  He wants you to unwrap that gift.  And He wants you to use it so you can experience the satisfaction that can compare to nothing else - that God's hand is on my life.  He wants you to feel that.  

III.
WHAT DOES GOD WANT ME TO DO WITH MY GIFT?

He wants you to do three things:  


1.
    DISCOVER     it!



II Corinthians 14:1 – "… and desire spiritual gifts..."

Circle "desire". One of the marks that you can know that you're really a Christian is that you have a desire to know your spiritual gift and to use it serving God.  In fact, if you have no desire at all to know your spiritual gift, develop it and use it, you ought to doubt whether you're a Christian or not.  

The mark of a genuine follower of Christ is that they have a desire to know the gifts that God's given to them and to use them.  

God wants you to know it.  

I Corinthians 12:1 says – "Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant."    

He wants you to know them more than you do because He wants you to use them.  He's not playing games with you.  He's not trying to hide it.  

How do I discover my spiritual gifts?  Two ways.  By examining and by experimenting.  By examining my Christian life and by experimenting with different kinds of service.  

First, I discover my spiritual gifts by looking back on my Christian life and saying to myself, in the ways I've served God so far  

1. What have I enjoyed doing?  

2. What has God blessed?  

3. Where have people been impacted?  

4. Where have I seen results?  
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NOTE:   If you've never gotten involved in any ministries since you've become a Christian, there's no way you're going to know your gift.  That's one of the reasons you don't know what it is, because you've never gotten involved in anything. 

NOTE:  Often you get involved in something and other people will see a spiritual gift in you before you do.  They can see it in you.  Look back on your life. 

Second is by experimenting with different kinds of ministries and service.  

There are many different ways for you to serve just in DBC alone.  We have all kinds of different ministries.  

1.
What interests you?  You try different ministries and one of them will feel like your niche. 

2.
What God's gifted you to do?  

3.
What are you good at?  It will be enjoyable.  You'll like doing it.  When you do that, you've 
found your gift.  

Testimony of Rick Warren

When I first became a believer... If you had told me 25 years ago that someday I'd be standing up in front of hundreds and thousands of people talking about Jesus Christ preaching, I'd have said, "You're crazy!"  That was as far removed as I would have thought.  I don't believe in taking these tests on spiritual gifts.  Every test has to be standardized, and we're all unique and so you can't standardize it.  If I'd taken a test, never in a million years would I have discovered my gift is preaching.  I would have never guessed that.  In fact, when I first became a believer, I started out in music!  I love music -- I have a heart for it.  But I discovered I'm not gifted for it.  

The only way you discover your gift is get out there and start doing something.  Try it.  We have a department here in our church that the sole purpose of it is to help you experiment and examine your spiritual gift.  It's called the Ministry Development Center.  The whole purpose of that department is to help you examine and experiment with different kinds of ministries so that you discover the gift that God made you to have, so that it is fulfilling and it fills your self-worth and you find enjoyment and it impacts society.  That's the purpose.


2.
    DEVELOP     it!

The second thing you need to do is develop it once you've discovered it.  Paul tells Timothy in 

I Timothy 4:14 – "Neglect not the gift that is in thee...".  

Circle "neglect".    A lot of you already know what you're good at.  You know how God has gifted you.  But you're not using it for God's glory. You're not using it for the Lord.  You're neglecting your spiritual gift.  

Why?  I don't know.  Maybe you think, "I'm too busy" or "I've got the wrong priorities" or "Maybe I'm just lazy."  Maybe it's the fear of failure or embarrassment.  

Satan will do everything he can to keep you from discovering and developing your spiritual gift.  He'll try to get you involved in all kinds of other good things to keep you from the best, so you don't know that thrill of being used by God.  
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II Timothy 1:6 – "…stir up [fan into flames] the gift of God, which is in thee..."   

Keep it alive, strengthen it, deepen it, increase it, cultivate it.  Don't get discouraged.  Don't quit. 

Just because you're gifted in an area doesn't mean it's easy.  I'm gifted to communicate, but it's not easy preparing these things week after week.  

You may be gifted in counseling or caring for people who are hurting, but that's not easy week after week.  

You may be gifted to organize events, but that doesn't mean it's easy.  Just don't give up.  Keep on going.  


3.
    USE     it!

The third thing God wants you to do is use it.  Use your gift. 

I Peter 4:10 –  "As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as  good stewards of the manifold grace of God."    ."  

Circle "minister".  God wants you to use it and the church is the place to discover and develop and use your gift. That's one of the purposes of DBC - to help you discover, develop and use your gift.  
Ephesians 4:12 – "For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ".

When I look at this I think "God's plan is brilliant."  It is brilliant!  God's plan is this:  "Everyone will get a spiritual gift if you're a Christian so that everybody can contribute, so that everybody's important, so that nobody feels insignificant, so that we all function together like a symphony.  

I'll give every Christian a spiritual gift so that every person can be a partner with God in the most important task in the world, building His kingdom."  

God's plan is that some people set up, some people organize, some people make artistic signs, some people do music, some people teach, some people work with kids, some people know how to raise the money financially, some people put it all together.  Everybody's important.  It takes everybody.  

NOTE:  There are 100’s of people here at DBC who have discovered their gift and are actively involved in a ministry.  Many of them are behind the scenes and you'll never even know them.  But they're what make this church run to benefit everybody in the community.  

QUESTION:  What motivates somebody like that to keep on living, serving, helping, working, ministering when nobody applauds them?  What gives them the motivation?  What keeps them keeping on?  They're gifted to do it!  You just have to know from experience when you're gifted to do something and you do it, it is pleasurable!  And satisfying and fulfilling! That's the way God meant for it to be.

In Matthew 25:14-30, there's a very important story called the Parable of the Talents.  Jesus told an entire story to say this, "One day you're going to stand before God and the ultimate question is going to be, `What did you do with what I gave you?'"  That's the whole purpose of that story, "What did you do with what I gave you?"  
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NOTE:  Folks this is serious business.  One day there's going to be a final exam.  I want, as your pastor, for you to be able to give the right answer.  Let me give you a pop quiz.  

Question #1:  Are you a follower of Jesus Christ?  If you are, then let me ask you this:  What excuse are you giving for not using your spiritual gift?  One day when you stand before Jesus Christ, Whose hands were pierced and Who died on the cross for you, and He says, "What reason do you give for not discovering and developing and using your gift?"  What are you going to give?

NOTE:  God is not going to hold you accountable for gifts He didn't give you.  But He is going to hold you accountable for gifts He did give you. 

I Corinthians 4:2 – "Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful."
God has made an investment in you, and it is a sin to waste it.  There are a lot of people out there who fear death.  Don't fear death!  If you're a believer, you're going to heaven.  Instead of fearing death, you ought to fear a wasted life.  God has shaped you for significance.  And the first of that shape -- S -- is spiritual gifts.  What are you going to do about it?

CONCLUSION:

Only God knows what kind of spiritual explosion could happen in our church if everybody discovered, developed and used their gift.  Only God knows the excitement and the thrill and the fulfillment and satisfaction you could experience in your life.  It's what you've been longing for if you would commit to discovering and developing and using your spiritual gift.  

I'm going to ask you to make an important commitment today.  Don't just think about it.  Today, I'm going to commit to discovering, developing and using the gift God gave me.  

Maybe you didn't even know you had one. You have at least one.  Would you say, "God, I want to discover, develop and use the gift You've given me."  

Some of you have never even opened your life to Christ.  The Bible says that "God so loved the world that He gave His only Son."  Would you accept God's greatest gift, Jesus Christ, and ask Him to come into your life today? 

PRAYER:  

Father, I look out on these faces and I see so much potential and I see what You want to do in people's lives. May they catch a vision for it today.  In Jesus' name. Amen.  

*
Much of our material was taken from Rick Warren's You Are Shaped for Significance series.  
These sermons are used in conjunction with our Global Focus Personalization Profiling.
Shaped for Significance – Gifts #2 (5-15-05)

