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YOU'VE GOT PERSONALITY  *
You Are Shaped for Significance  -  Part 5

Text:
Job 10:8 and Selected

Job 10:8 - “Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me.”
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Most of us give lip service to the fact that we believe everybody's unique.  But we really don't understand how unique each of us is.

ILLUSTRATION:  The DNA molecule determines your inherited qualities.  Mathematicians estimate that the DNA molecule can theoretically unite in an infinite number of ways.  DNA can unite in 10 with two billion, four hundred million zeros behind it! That means if you were to find somebody just like you, it would be one chance in 10 with two billion, four hundred million zeros behind it.  To show you how long a shot that is, to grasp the enormity of this number, to write it out, if each zero were one inch wide you would need a strip of paper 37,000 miles long. 
NOTE:  Scientists say that all the particles in the universe are probably less than 10 with 76 zeros behind it.  

When I say that you're unique, that's not a theological statement.  That's a scientific fact of life.  When God made you, He broke the mold.  He doesn't make any copies.  He doesn't make any duplicates.  There never has been, there never will be anybody just like you.  
We've started a series I'm calling "You are Shaped for Significance."  

Job 10:8 -   “Thine hands have made me and fashioned me together round about; yet thou dost destroy me.”

He made you, you for a purpose.  We're talking about five different aspects of that shape - S-H-A-P-E. God has given you Spiritual gifts.  God has given you a basic Heart -- what do I love to do, motivations.  God has given you natural Abilities.  God has given you a Personality.  God has given you Experiences.  These five things -- your Spiritual Gifts, your Heart, your Abilities, your Personality, your Experiences -- all combine to shape you and make you unique.  

Today we want to work on the fourth of those qualities -- your personality.  

QUESTION:  What is a personality?  Personality refers to the way you think, the way you feel,   the way you act.  Part of your personality comes from 

1. Hereditary factors -- you inherited it, 

2. Part of it comes from the environment, 
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3. Part of it is your choice. Your personality is partially inborn, but it's also partially learned.  

ILLUSTRATION:  You are a complex combination of many, many different traits.  Scientists say that up to 18,000 different character traits have been identified.  You're a combination of those. We're very, very complex.  So complex that sometimes we're a mystery to ourselves.  We can't figure ourselves out.  We can't figure out why we act the way we do.  

NOTE:  Your personality influences every area of your life.  

1. It influences every decision you make, 

2. How you deal with change or don't deal with it, 

3. How you solve problems, 

4. What makes you happy/sad, 

5. What you think is funny and what you don't think is funny at all, 

6. Says a lot about the kind of work you should be in, 

7. The kind of person you should marry, 

8. The kind of ministry God wants you to have serving Him.  

9. Your personality influences how you relate to God.  Some people relate to God in a quiet, meditative, contemplative kind of way.  Some people relate to God in a very emotional, loud kind of way.  We're just different!  

I. UNDERSTANDING WHY OTHERS MISUNDERSTAND YOU

I Corinthians 12:6 -  “And there are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all  in all.”

That's obvious. God loves variety!  He loves differences.  Every one of us thinks differently, feels differently, reacts differently, responds to life differently.  

Because of your personality and these factors God has put into you, you are unique.  That causes people to misunderstand you, and it causes you to misunderstand others.

KEY:  There is no right or wrong temperament.  There is no right personality in God's book or wrong personality.  God has given you the personality you have, and He did it for a purpose.  He did it intentionally.  

ILLUSTRATION:  

There are lots of different ways you could classify personality. Scientists and psychologists have been trying to do it for years. There's the MMPI -- Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory. There's the Myers-Briggs Survey.  There's the Taylor-Johnson Temperament Analysis.  There are many different ways, and all of these ways are helpful but they're all limited because you're unique.  I've put one classification that is in Florence Littauer's book, and before that Tim LaHaye's book... 2000 years ago a man named Hippocrates thought it up.  He classifies everybody into four different categories: Sanguine, Choleric, Phlegmatic, Melancholy.  
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I could explain to you the differences and then talk to you about the implications of these, but that would be kind of boring.  I have arranged a distinguished panel to come and help us understand the differences in personalities, and rather than having me explain them, I'm going to have them come and talk about them and share.  Try to identify the temperament you have and then that of your husband/wife or those you work with or friends.  

DRAMA

This is just an aid.  There are many different ways to categorize personality, but your personality is far too complex to fit into any one pattern.  What I want to say about this can best be summarized in I Corinthians 2:11.

I Corinthians 2:11 -  “For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.”

As the result of that -- because we're all so different -- you have great possibility of conflict with other people.  I can't assume you think the way I do.  I can't assume you feel the way I do.  We're all different.  As a result there is conflict.  

Most of your problems in life are people problems and most of your people problems are because you don't understand that God made us all to be different.  

NOTE:  The Bible is full of examples of personality conflict:  

1. Paul and Barnabus, 

2. Paul and John Mark, 

3. Paul and Peter. 

Paul was a choleric, by the way.  There are many different problems that come as a result of personality.  

KEY:  Let me give you three factors on how to increase your personal skills with people. 

Eighty percent of the people who fail in a job do so not because of a lack of ability but because they don't know how to get along with other people.  Your success in life is far more dependent upon your ability to get along with other people than it depends on your intellect -- far more.  

The number one thing employers value in an employee is the ability to get along with others.  Interpersonal skills - that's a personality issue. 

II.  HOW TO GET ALONG BETTER WITH OTHERS


1.
Be     AWARE     of personality differences

Proverbs 19:11 - “The discretion of a man deferreth his anger; and it is his glory to pass over a transgression.”

The more you understand how people act and react the more patient you are with them.  
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God wants you to not only understand your personality, but He wants you to understand the personalities of the people around you.  If you're not aware of why people act the way they do you'll misjudge them, you'll misunderstand them, you'll become impatient with them, and you'll be living in constant conflict with the people around you because they are different. 

NOTE:   For those who are married, you probably married your opposite.  I think that is proof of God's sense of humor.  Chances are if one of you is extroverted, the other is introverted.  If one of you likes variety, the other likes routine.  If one of you is structured, the other is unstructured. If one of you reveals their emotion, the other tends to conceal their emotion.  

ILLUSTRATION:  I think a lot of the early problems in marriage could be summed up in the phrase, "Why aren't you more normal like me?"  It was simply not understanding that God made people different!  It's part of the way He made you.

Awareness is not only key in your marriage but also in just relating to people.  It's a key foundation of being a good parent, being aware of the basic personality bent of your children.  

ILLUSTRATION:  Genesis 25:27 -  “And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, dwelling in tents”.

These two were twins.  Although they were twins, they were as opposite as Danny DeVito and Schwarzenegger and they really didn't get along.  If you had been their dad, Isaac, how would it be if you tried to force Esau to stay at home more and force Jacob to go out for wrestling, which later would have come in handy.  The point is that you should be careful not to destroy your child by trying to mold him into some preconceived pattern.  

Find their bent.  The Bible says, "Train up a child in the way he should go...".  What that means in Hebrew is the way he naturally goes, his temperament, and your children often are not going to have the same temperament as you.  You need to help them value it, understand their temperament and build on the strengths of it.  

But awareness is not enough.  The second key to getting along with other people is ...


2.
    ACCEPT     personality differences

Romans 15:7 - “Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”

When you look at the twelve disciples that Jesus chose, they were as opposite as night and day.  

1. John was a very meditative, thoughtful type of person. 

2. Peter was Mr. Impulsive, Mr. Energy, Mr. Foot-in-Mouth.  They had differences. 

3. Nathanael had an easy time believing.  

4. Thomas had a difficult time believing.  

5. Simon was a Zealot -- a kind of PLO of the day.  

6. Matthew was a Roman tax collector.  

5

They wouldn't have gotten along in any social setting.  God uses ordinary people and there isn't any one type of personality that God uses.  He uses every type of personality.  We need to accept our differences.  

NOTE:  I have discovered that people who look up to God, rarely look down on people.  If you look up to God, you don't look down on people because you realize that He made them all.  

QUESTION:    What does it mean to accept one another?  What does it mean to accept your husband/wife/boyfriend/boss/whatever?  It means to realize that differences are not a matter of right or wrong.  They're not a matter of good or bad.  They're just different.  So we accept each other because God loves variety. 

Romans 14:13 - “Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.”

To accept the differences of others means that you don't criticize them.  When you start to criticize someone else's personality, who are you using as a reference point?  Yourself.  You're setting yourself up as the standard for all personality.

ILLUSTRATION:  It's like a church.  No church appeals to everybody.  That's OK. It's not a matter of right or wrong, good or bad, it's a matter of what is your personality.  You need to find a church where you can say, "That's where I fit!"   

Don't criticize differences, celebrate them.

Ephesians 4:2 - “With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love”.

That verse can save your marriage.  Stop trying to change your mate to be like you.  God didn't want them to be like you.  He made them different.  He gave them that personality.  You need to learn to not only be aware of differences but accept those differences.  Accept the personality that God gave the people around you.  

But even that's not enough.  You've got to go to step three. This is real maturity if you're able to do this.


3. 
    APPRECIATE     personality differences.

You value people's uniqueness.  You see God's wisdom in making us all different.  You are grateful that we're all not alike.  Can you imagine what a boring place the world would be if we were all alike?  

God loves diversity and we need it for balance.  We need to not only accept our differences but appreciate them.  Value them.  It takes all kinds of people for a balanced home, a balanced church, a balanced community, a balanced world.


I Corinthians 12:27 - “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.”

We're all necessary.  All personalities are necessary. 
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NOTE:  If two people agree on everything, one of them isn't necessary.  When you eat, you eat with a knife and a fork not two knives, not two forks. 

If you learn to not only be aware and accept but also appreciate the differences of the people around you, it will not only make your life a whole lot easier, but you'll become like Jesus Christ, because Jesus Christ is aware of all the personalities; He made them.  And He accepts them.  He appreciates them.  To be Christ-like means to see the value in each of the differences He's given to people.  

Romans 12:10 -  “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one  another”.

QUESTION:  How do I have profound respect for somebody with negative characteristics?  Negative qualities?  

ANSWER:    You need to look behind it and see that many times a negative character trait, a  negative personality problem, is often a positive characteristic being misused.  

For instance, the person who is hypercritical may have the positive characteristic of discernment, they're just misusing it.  

Somebody who is bossy all the time is misusing the positive characteristic of responsibility.  

Somebody who is impulsive all the time is misusing the positive characteristic of flexibility.  

Look behind the negative and see what is being misused.  It just needs to be channeled.  Rather than trying to change your children's negative points, help them to realize that properly disciplined and brought under control and directed, their negative traits can be the very source of their success.  Because that's the way God made them.

ILLUSTRATION:  

It seems that in our world, the number of dysfunctional people is increasing.  Why?  I think it's because nobody has ever understood or accepted or appreciated what God made them to be. If you felt like "I don't think anybody understands me.  I don't think anybody accepts me.  I don't think anybody appreciates me" - Jesus Christ does.  He made you, He knows you, He cares about you, He accepts you, He values you, He died for you. 

If you'll give your life to Him, He will help you develop to its greatest potential the personality He gave you.  If you haven't done that, do so.  For those of you who are believers, God expects you, as He expects me, to obey Romans 12:10 
 By being aware and accepting and appreciating others, you can then share God's greatest gift of Jesus Christ with people.

NOTE:  We want D.B.C. to have an atmosphere that is aware of people's differences, that accepts people's differences, and that appreciates them and values the diversity.  You can have unity in a church without uniformity.  You can have differences without division.  

7

CONCLUSION:  Ask yourself two questions:  

*
What does my personality indicate about the type of job and ministry God wants me to 
have?  If you're an extrovert, you're probably not going to be happy being a librarian.  If you're into control, you'll die waiting for people to return their books.  On the other hand, if you're an introvert, God doesn't want you to be a greeter as a ministry.  He has a ministry that's best for you.  


*
What kind of personalities might God bring into my life in order to give me balance?

*   Much of our material was taken from Rick Warren's You Are Shaped for Significance series.  These sermons are used in conjunction with our Global Focus Personalization Profiling.
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